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place. Johnson of Arkansas succeeded Davis as head of military affairs,
Thomson of New Jersey followed Mallory in naval affairs. Bigler took
over commerce from Clay, Gwin the post office from Yulee. Johnson of
Tennessee now had oversight over the District of Columbia, vice Brown
of Mississippi. Bragg and Polk took over claims and private land
claims from Iverson and Benjamin. Toombs had never been permitted
to have the judiciary committee that he craved, partly because of his
instability and his alcoholism. Slidell had not had a chairmanship for
reasons not apparent. The old order had passed; the stage was being
swept for new managers.26
Ill
During these anxious days of January, the combination of northern
and border-state Democrats tried hard to keep alive the effort to find
a compromise or a formula of reconstruction. They were laboring
against heavy odds, for even among their own associates they could not
count on the little strength that might have come from united effort.
A number of the northern Democrats, like their Republican colleagues,
were by no means eager for conciliation. Morris of Illinois would bring
up his resolution, declaring the election of Lincoln to be no just cause
for secession, at the most inopportune times. Davis and Holman of In-
diana had similarly truculent measures; the one would instruct the
judiciary committee to report whatever bills were made necessary by
secession, and the other would deny the right of secession and demand
that the laws be enforced and federal property protected. During the
week of January 7, when Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi were in
convention, Adrain of New Jersey introduced a resoludon approving
"the bold and patriotic act" of Major Anderson; and with the help even
of Cochrane and Sickles this was passed by a bipartisan combination,
124-56. These were hardly conciliatory gestures.27
Equally discouraging was the task of the conciliationists on the Com-
mittee of Thirty-three. As minority members they were trying to pro-
cure at least some real measures which might help. Millson of Virginia
labored for improvement in the fugitive slave situation. Rust of Arkan-
sas? Houston of Alabama, and Winslow of North Carolina were advo.-*